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Poverty Quiz


Developed by staff at City of Calgary, Community Neighbourhood Services, South Area Office, updated and revised by Homeless Awareness Calgary Committee.


CANADA


		Poverty: Living in a condition where there is never enough.  Someone living in poverty would not have enough money to make ends meet.





1. Close to ___ people live in poverty in Canada.


One Million


Three and one half Million


Ten Million

2. In March 2008 _________ people used food banks across Canada

252,136

704,414

941,231

3. In 1989, the House of Commons passed a vote to “eliminate child poverty by the year 2000.”  However, in 2007, how many children are still living in poverty?


1 in 24 children


1 in 13 children


1 in 9 children 


ALBERTA


		Low Income Cut-off (LICO): Represents a certain amount of money that a family must have in order to meet their basic needs.  If a family falls below the LICO they are considered to be living in poverty.





4. The Single Parent with one child Low Income Cut-Off in Alberta for 2007 was $_________ per year.


$26,972

$42, 050


$51, 237


5. In Alberta, a Single parent with one child earning minimum ($8.40 per hour) wage would have to work _____ hours per week in order to meet the Low Income Cut-Off (LICO’s).


40 hours per week


51 hours per week 


71 hours per week


		Social Assistance “…provides money to meet the basic needs of individuals and families who have exhausted all other means of financial support” (National Council of Welfare, 2006)





6. Between 1986 and 2005, Alberta Works (welfare/social assistance) rates were reduced for a single person by nearly ___% and never restored


22%


49% 

34%


7. In Canada ___% of all single parent families with children under 18 years are living below the LICO (Low Income Cut Off).


15%


25%


44% 


CALGARY


8. During the Spring of 2008 ________ youth not involved with the child welfare system were found to be experiencing homelessness 


152


384 

482


9. According to “Seeking Sanctuary”, a research study conducted in 2005, the average age of a youth experiencing homelessness is _______ years old


17.3


13.6


15.8


10. In May 2008, Calgary’s homeless population had increased ___% since 2004.

16%


32%


18.2%
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Poverty Quiz – Answers and Additional Information


CANADA


		Poverty: Living in a condition where there is never enough.  Someone living in poverty would not have enough money to make ends meet.





1. Close to ___ people live in poverty in Canada.


One Million


Three and one half Million


Five Million

ANSWER: Three and one Half Million –In 2007, according to the National Council of Welfare, there were 3.4 million Canadians living in poverty


· When we are talking about Poverty we are talking about what people need, financially, to meet the most basic of their needs – food, clothing, and shelter.


· According to Statistics Canada (2008), there were 33 million people living in Canada. This means that 1 in 10 Canadians are living in poverty.


· According to the National Council of Welfare (2003) there were 4.9 million Canadians living in poverty. This means that 1 in 6 Canadians are living in poverty .According to the National Council of Welfare (Winter 2008) this decrease in Canadians experiencing poverty is due to new income transfer supplements that have been added to welfare incomes. (Provincial-Territorial tax credit, provincial-territorial child benefit and no National Child Benefit Supplement reduction)

· According to National Council of Welfare (Solving Poverty Information Kit 2007) families 64 years of age and under, with a single female parent have experienced a visible reduction in poverty rates. (That said; poverty rates for this category of family were the highest, and in fact they are still showing the highest poverty rate.


· According to National Council of Welfare (Solving Poverty Information Kit 2007), poverty rates for seniors have dropped dramatically due to programs like Old Age Security and The Guaranteed Income Supplement (1980-34.1% of 65+ were living in Poverty in comparison to 14.5% in 2005)



2. In March 2008 _________ people used food banks across Canada


252,136

704,414


941,231

ANSWER: 704,414 


· 38.7% of those relying on food banks Canada-wide are children. AFBNA (2007)


· 43% (16, 799) of Albertans who require temporary aid from Food Banks are children (AFBNA, 2007)

· Of these, 38,837 were Albertans (Canadian Association of Food Banks, 2007)


· During 2008;  89,586 Calgarians used the Interfaith Food Bank – 43% were kids (Interfaith Food Bank, 2008)

· 86% of clients received a food hamper 3 times or less per year (2008)(Calgary Interfaith Food Bank

· In 2008 the Interfaith Food Bank distributed an average of 157 hampers per day – this consists of one weeks food. (Interfaith Food Bank, 2008)


· How the Food Bank Works: People can access the Interfaith Food Bank a maximum of 6 times per year. The first 3 times they can call and request it themselves, the next 3 times they have to get a “referral” from a professional (teacher, social worker, priest, etc.). (Interfaith Food Bank, 2006)


· People are asked: the number of people and ages of people in their household, their address and phone number, and current circumstances. They are also asked about the source of and total household income, cost of expenses including: rent/mortgage, childcare, medical expenses and utilities. The difference between the net household income and basic expenses is used to determine if they qualify for a food hamper.




3. In 1989, the House of Commons passed a vote to “eliminate child poverty by the year 2000.”  However, in 2007, how many children are still living in poverty? 

1 in 24 children


1 in 13 children


1 in 9 children 


Answer: 1 in 9 children 


· This represents approx.760,000– this is the equivalent to ¾ of the population of Calgary! Imagine almost everyone in Calgary is a child that does not have enough or appropriate food, clothing, and shelter! (Make Poverty History Campaign 2000, 2007)


· In 2006 stats  indicated 1 in 6 children living in poverty - there was a slight improvement in the last year


· Around 1989 is when we saw an increase in programs targeted at children, such as feeding programs in schools




ALBERTA


4. The Single Parent with one child Low Income Cut-Off in Alberta for 2007 is $_________ per year.


$26,972

$42, 050


$51, 237      

Answer: $26,972

For other LICO’s Categories: 


· $21,666, Single Employable person  (Welfare – 5,059)

· $21,666, Person with disability (Welfare – 8440 and AISH – 12,762)

· This determines what subsidies people qualify for: an individual with a disability may have higher health care costs, need the food bank, have higher medical costs…

· $40,259  Two parents with two children (Welfare – 20, 319)

· Important because this determines eligibility for subsidy funding such as day care, health care, food bank, and education subsidies

The LICO’s numbers for 2008 are not yet available (it changes annually based on prior years numbers)




5. In Alberta, a Single parent with one child earning minimum ($8.40 per hour) wage would have to work _____ hours per week in order to meet the 2007 Low Income Cut-Off (LICO’s).


40 hours per week


51 hours per week 


71 hours per week


Answer: 51 hours per week – they would make $22,277

· In the last 6 months of 2006, over 94,000 (17%) of Calgarians made less than $12.00 per hour (Statistics Canada, 2007)


· Challenges of working 51 hours per week 


· This means working just over 10 hours a day, 5 days per week


· Need to work at more than one place


· Transportation time needs to be added in


· If you are a single parent, who is looking after your child  while you are working this many hours? 


· The Cycle of Poverty/Generational Poverty is a challenge as parents from past generations are also living in poverty, and therefore unable to contribute any meaningful assistance

		Social Assistance “…provides money to meet the basic needs of individuals and families who have exhausted all other means of financial support” (National Council of Welfare, 2006)





6. Between 1986 and 2005, Alberta Works (welfare/social assistance) rates were reduced for a single person by nearly ___% and never restored


22%


49% 

34%


 Answer: 49%  


· In 1986 a single employable person would receive $9,881 per year. In 2005 they only received $5,050, and in 2007 the National Council of Welfare indicates the level as $5059.00. LICO’s is $17, 954. This means someone collecting welfare still lives at 47% of the poverty level in Canada and is still collecting well below 1986 levels.

Single Parent Information:

· According to data from the National Council of Welfare (2008), the maximum dollars that a lone employable parent with one child could access in Alberta during 2007, including basic social assistance, additional welfare benefits, provincial & federal child benefits, provincial tax credits, and the GST credit was $13,703 (LICO’s for same year was $21,851 – 63% of the poverty line!). This works out to $1141.75 per month – to live off of! 

Single Person Information:

· For a lone employable person the maximum is $5,059 /year (LICO’s for the same year was $17,954 – 28% of poverty line). This works out to $421.58 per month

In Alberta, as of March 31, 2005, 56,400 people were on social assistance (this is 1.7% of the population)

In Canada, as of March 31, 2005 there were a total of 1,679,800 people on social assistance (this is 5% of total population)

Other Provinces as of March 31, 2005

BC = 3.5% of population

Ontario = 5.4% of population



A CLOSER LOOK AT HOW INCOME IMPACTS PEOPLE – EXAMINING COST OF LIVING


Let’s take a look at the cost of living in Calgary in relation to different income levels.


Because we only have CONSISTANT data from 2005, let’s base our example on 2005, remembering that costs increased in 2006 and continue to increase in 2007


Use the example of a single mom (27 years old) with one child (3 years old).  The family lives in a two-bedroom apartment in Calgary and relies on public transportation. Mom works full-time and her child is in full-time day care, for which she receives as subsidy.


Breakdown of Costs per month


Rent for a two bedroom apartment: $1008.00

Food (as per Alberta Governments Nutritious Food Basket Prices, 2005): $188.80


Household supplies (toilet paper, dish soap, monthly laundry costs, etc): $125.00


Utilities (telephone, water, power, sewer, garbage collection): approx $175.00


Transportation (Universal Low Income Transit Pass): $41.50

Health Care – due to low-income, this family qualifies for a full subsidy: $0.00 


Child care (at subsidized rate): $150.00


***Make sure to note that this does not include any medication required, any other emergency situation, cable, or internet***


Total Costs: $1,688.30 per month


Income Examples:


Social Assistance (including all additional benefits) = $1,141.75 

Working Full-time (40 hours per week) at minimum wage ($8.40 per hour) before deductions and taxes = $1,456.00


Working Full-time at $10.00 per hour before deductions and taxes = $1,600.00


Working at LICO’s level (single parent would need to make $12.43 per hour) before deductions and taxes = $2,155.58


Not in Poverty Costs per Month


Transportation Costs go up to $70.00 per month: $70.00 Health Care (family rate per month for two or more persons): $88.00 

Child Care per month: $300.00-400.00($400.00 used for calc.)


Rent for a one bedroom apartment: $1008.00


Food (as per Alberta Governments Nutritious Food Basket Prices, 2005): $188.80


Household supplies (toilet paper, dish soap, monthly laundry costs, etc): $125.00


Utilities (telephone, water, power, sewer, garbage collection): approx $175.00


Not In Poverty Total Cost: $ 2,054.80


7. In Canada  ___% of all single parent families with children under 18 years are living below the Before Tax LICO (Low Income Cut Off).


15%


25%


44% 


Answer: 44% - 


National Council of Welfare, 2004



CALGARY


8. During the Spring of 2008 ________ youth not involved with the child welfare system were found to be experiencing homelessness 


152


384 


482


Answer:


384 - Youth as young as 12 years old were found to be living independently on the streets


*not involved in child welfare means to be totally on their own and receiving no support


*12-17 are to be considered youth




9. According to “Seeking Sanctuary”, a research study conducted in 2005, the average age of a youth experiencing homelessness is _______ years old


17.3


13.6


15.8 


Answer: 15.8 - The myth is that most youth experiencing homelessness are 17 or 18. 


· #1 Reason youth stated as why they were on the streets: home was not safe – there was either abuse in the home (physical, emotional, sexual), people in the house were involved in gang activity, sex trade work, or the drug trade


· Youth experiencing homelessness have different challenges than adults – a youth under 16 needs parental consent to work, most landlords will not rent to someone under the age of 18, if you are 16 you make minimum wage of $5.90 per hour, it is hard for youth to get approved for utilities – phone, gas, electric. 



10. In May 2008, Calgary’s homeless population had increased ___% since 2006.

16%


32%


18.2%

Answer:18.2% - looking at all areas and agencies included in 2006 study. It’s important to know that this is not an accurate number as many people experiencing homelessness do not stay in the areas included – they may stay with family and friends, in outdoors location outside of the area, perhaps they worked a day and are staying in a hotel, or they may not admit that they are experiencing homelessness. 


· The total number on May 10th, 2008 was 4,060

· The way the count was conducted changed between 2006 and 2008. According to The City of Calgary (2008):


· “However, the spread of street homelessness (in location, not necessarily volume) has exceeded The City's ability to coordinate a point-in-time count that would locate and enumerate the entire street homeless population of Calgary. Therefore, street homelessness has been estimated for 2008 using a regression analysis based on past count data and weather conditions. For the 2008 count, The City of Calgary also pilot tested the ETHOS typology that is used by European Union member states to report on homelessness.” (www.calgary.ca)

· Calgary’s population grew from 1,019,942 in April 2007 to 1,942,892 in April 2008- ( +2.25%) (Calgary 2008 Civic Census Overview)

· Over the past 10 years this is an increase of 82% - In 1996 there were 615 people counted as experiencing homelessness




